
He city violence of November 2005, 
began with the deaths of two youths 
who were electrocuted at an EDF sta-
tion. This incident triggered nights of 
violence in the city. The tear-gas bomb, 
that reached the prayer room of a city 
centre mosque, heightened the anger of 
groups of young, and provoked conti-
nued violence in Seine-Saint-Denis, 
and then throughout ParisÕs suburbs Þ-
nally spreading to other French cities.

The majority of the troubles un-
raveled in Seine-Saint-Denis.

The Quatre Tours Riots
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Blanc Mesnil (93). France 
Burnt vehicles after the accident, the vehicles were seen 24 hours before, at the mosque in nearby Clichy-sous-bois.



Blanc Mesnil (93). France
Once the bus driver leaves, bottles of petrol are set alight.  Slightly later 
cars and furniture are also burnt.
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The revolt against social injustice. The young get ready to face the forces of order, with weapons, teargas bombs, sticks of Þre and stones.
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Rebels are dragged from Hall F by the police, having been asked to 
vacate the halls. Tensions are running high; the youths want to Ômark 
their territoryÕ. After this territorial confrontation some are taken off 
to the police station. They are released after 24 hours of surveillance.
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The next day the CRS and the police seal off the area. Regrouped, like roman legions, visors down, shields up, ßash-balls and clubs in their 
hands, they cover the alleys looking for undiscovered enemies, while others control the youths.
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Beside a burning vehicle some offenders are searched.

After this territorial confrontation some are taken off to the police sta-
tion. They are released after 24 hours of surveillance.
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Pressure has returned to the area. This does not stop the rioters, they start once againÉ
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Blanc Mesnil (93). 
Late at night, ofÞcials leave and the youths return to 
their hall to discuss recent events, to smoke joints and 
to end the day listening to music on a mobile phone..




